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REMARKS 

OVERVIEW ! 

Claims 35, 36 and 6$-83 are pending in this application. IjCIaims 05, 36 and 78 are 
amended. The present response is an earnest effort to place the application in proper form for 
immediate allowance. Reconsideration and passage to issuance is respecjtfully requested. 
ISSUES UNDER 35 U.S.C.j§ 103 

Claims 35, 36, and 711-83 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 55 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over U. Patent No. 6,347,329 
to Evans, U. S. Patent No. 6(338,039 to Lonski et al, or U. S. Patent No. 6 ,393,404 to Walters et 
al. ; 

In making these rejections, the Examiner stated that "Applicant's (jhrust of the invention 
appears to be the usage of tvtfo or more computers instead of one with respect to collection of 
information and billing" (Offece Action, page 4, first paragraph). This is incorrect. Applicant's 
invention is a code driven system that collects health care information in jin efficient and well 
orchestrated manner in ordeij to support billing operations. Although the References cited by the 
Examiner can include collection of diagnosis codes and patient piocedurei codes, these codes are 
not collected in a manner that streamlines the billing process and reduces itime spent at the point 
of care. ; j 

Claim 35 has been amended to provide additional language that thb diagnosis code 
selected "supports the selection of the patient procedure code." Nbne of tjie cited references 
disclose this limitation. The jsupport for this amendment is foundjfrn the specification as 
originally filed, including at Figure 13, and on page 21 lines 17-19! stating|"upon selecting the 

I .: j 

appropriate procedure code, the care provider is directed to the diagnosis Screen 106 as shown in 
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Figure 13." Thus, the patient procedure code is selected prior tqthe diagnosis code which is 
counter intuitive to the health care providing process as diagnoses are m^de before procedures 

! • t 

are performed. In the present invention however, the patient procedure cjode is selected first. 

; i 
Thus, the present invention js not merely related to receiving an^storing|diagnosis codes and 

I ; j 

procedure codes, but rather doing so in a manner that is counter intuitiveito health care providing 
even though the coding is performed by a care provider at the poiht of cate. 

Similarly, claim 36 lias been modified to include the langijiage of t'the at least one 

I 

diagnosis code supporting one of at least one procedure code" ami claim f8 has been amended to 
provide the diagnosis code ik "associated with the selection of thej patientjprocedure code." 

Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that references cited by the Examiner do not 
provide for code driven billing software in the sense of the Applitiant's claimed invention. 
Therefore, these rejections should be withdrawn on that basis. 
CONCLUSIONS | 

Therefore, the Appliqant respectfully submits that all pending claijns are in proper form 
for immediate allowance. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. \ 

This is a request und^r the provisions of 37 CFR U36(a);to extenjd the period for filing a 
response in the above identified application for three month from^Februar^ 28, 2003 to May 28, 
2003. Please charge Deposit Account No. 26-0084 for $465.00 fifrr three jmonths to cover the 
cost of the extension. Any deficiency or overpayment should be charged or credited to Deposit 
Account 26-0084. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



bja 



JOHN D. GOODHtte, Regj. No. 47,603 
McKEE, VOORHEES & S^ASE, P.L.C 
801 Grand Avenue^ ISuite 3^00 
Des Moines, Iowa 503094721 
Phone No: (515)2^8-3667 
Fax No: (515)28841338 
CUSTOMER NOs 02885 

Attorneys of Record 
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